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Dear Doctors:

I had the pleasure to see Thomas, today for initial evaluation for word finding difficulties.

HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNESS
The patient is a 77-year-old male, with chief complaint of word finding difficulties.  The patient tells me that he has been having word finding difficulties since he had the cardiac stents placement on 06/20/22.  The patient tells met that he has some blood loss according to the patient.  The patient tells me that he had two weeks difficulty speaking.  It is much better now.  His speech has significantly improved since then.  The patient denies any hemiparesis, hemibody sensory changes, diplopia, dysarthria and dysphagia.  The patient is feeling much better now.

PAST MEDICAL HISTORY
1. Heart disease.  The patient required cardiac stents placements.

2. GERD.

3. Hypertension.

4. Hyperlipidemia.

5. Hypothyroidism.

6. Coronary artery disease.

7. Hypotension.

8. Acute blood loss.

9. Pneumonia.

10. Platelet dysfunction.

PAST SURGICAL HISTORY
The patient did not list any other past surgical history.

CURRENT MEDICATIONS
1. Albuterol.

2. Vitamin C.

3. Aspirin 81 mg per day.

4. Atorvastatin 80 mg a day.

5. Plavix 75 mg a day.

6. Coenzyme Q10.

7. Ferrous sulfate.

8. Levothyroxine.

9. Losartan.

10. Magnesium.

11. Ondansetron.

12. Pantoprazole

13. Sertraline.

ALLERGIES
No known drug allergies.

SOCIAL HISTORY
The patient is married with three children.  The patient is retired.  The patient quit smoking 35 years ago.  The patient drinks alcohol on a social basis.  The patient does not use illicit drugs.

FAMILY HISTORY

There is no family history of similar medical conditions.

NEUROLOGIC EXAMINATION

MENTAL STATUS:  The patient is awake and alert.  The patient knows today’s date is August 14, 2022.  There is no aphasia.  The patient speaks fine.  The patient speaks normally today.  The patient knows that this is Pleasanton, California.  The patient knows the President of the United States is Biden.  The patient knows the next holiday is Labor Day.  Serial 7s is 5/5.  The patient is able to follow instructions and answers questions appropriately.

CRANIAL NERVES:  There is no dysarthria.  The patient’s speech is fluent right now.

IMPRESSION
1. Word finding difficulties, the patient tells me that on 06/20/2022, he had a stent placement, and then for two weeks after that, the patient has word finding difficulties.  Now he is much improved.  He is able to speak much better now.  I do not hear any dysarthria right now.  There is no aphasia.  His Mini-Mental status examination is normal.  The patient denies any hemiparesis, hemibody sensory changes, diplopia, dysarthria and dysphagia.

2. The patient tells me that he has some gait problem.  The patient has some gait disturbance.
3. I would like to obtain a brain MRI, to definitively evaluate and rule out for stroke.

RECOMMENDATION
1. Explained the patient of the above differential diagnosis.

2. I will obtain a brain MRI, to definitely evaluate for stroke.

3. Explained the patient common signs and symptoms for an acute stroke, which included hemiparesis, hemibody sensory changes, diplopia, dysarthria and dysphagia.  Explained the patient to go nearest emergency room if he develops any of those signs and symptoms.

4. The patient is currently taking aspirin 81 mg per day and also Plavix 75 mg a day.  I recommend the patient to continue to take these medications since he had stent placements.

5. The patient is also taking atorvastatin.

6. I recommend the patient that his blood pressure also in the normal range.  Recommend the patient to follow up with primary care doctor and cardiologist for the blood pressure.

7. I recommend the patient to follow up with me in one month to follow up for the brain MRI study.

Thank you for the opportunity for me to participate in the care of Thomas.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time.









Sincerely Yours,
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